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What is a Title V Operating Permit?  
The Title V Operating Permit program was established as part of the 1990 Clean Air Act 
Amendments. Administered by the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 
(CDPHE), Title V Operating Permits ensure air quality control requirements are communicated 
and enforced for facilities like 600 9th Street. 
 
Title V operating permits list all State and Federal air pollution regulatory requirements that 
apply to the source and require the source to file for renewal every five years. Permit 
requirements include continuous and intermittent process monitoring, record keeping, and 
reporting to assure the agency and the public that the source (CoorsTek) is operating within the 
requirements of the permit. Owners of sources with operating permits must certify compliance 
with their permit annually in publicly available records. 
 
For more information on Title V Operating Permits, visit 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/about-title-v-operating-permits.  
 
What is the impact of the new Title V operating permit to the community and the 
environment?  
Our mission is to make the world measurably better, a mission made possible through the hard-
work and dedication of our employees and their families, our facilities, and support from the 
communities in which we operate. Throughout the permit renewal process and our day-to-day 
activities, we strive to operate in a way that is transparent, safe, and courteous to all our 
stakeholders, including nearby communities. CoorsTek continues to work closely with CDPHE 
to ensure the development and issuance of a permit that accurately portrays and appropriately 
controlles 600 9th Street’s environmental impact. 
 
The new permit aligns these efforts with new monitoring requirements including tracking product 
throughput, quantifying Hazardous Air Pollutant (HAP) emissions, continuous monitoring of 
control equipment, and periodic testing. The permit also requires significant equipment 
upgrades to three kilns, which will further reduce emissions. The new operating permit provides 
assurance that CoorsTek is preserving the health and safety of the community. 
 
What routine testing requirements are in the new operating permit? 
The new operating permit requires periodic emissions testing of air pollutants to confirm 
emissions estimates are accurate. Representative equipment from each of the permitted groups 
must be tested every three years with the first testing taking place in the first year of the permit 
being issued. Testing of the other groups must be done in the first two years of issuance of the 
permit.   
 
Emissions testing is performed by third-party certified technicians who must adhere to strict 
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Reference Methods. Test plans are submitted to 
CDPHE at least thirty days prior to testing for review. Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) will often observe testing to verify compliance with the requirements.  
CoorsTek is required to provide test results to CDPHE within forty-five days of test completion. 
 
Where do the Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs) in the new operating permit come from?  
Most HAPs come from heating and breaking down of organic binder in the ceramic powder. 
From stack testing data, CoorsTek has quantified HAP emissions more accurately than ever 
before.  
 
What is the odor coming from the 600 9th Street Facility? 
The primary odor coming from the 600 9th Street Facility is from the heating of Marasperse, a 
material comprised of sodium lignosulfonate and water. It is not hazardous to human health or 
the environment. The sweet smelling (some compare it to vanilla) Marasperse is released from 
alumina powder mixtures processed in the spray dryers. Marasperse is a naturally occurring 
polymer that is used as a binder. This product is also incuded in animal feeds and application to 
dirt roads to control dust.  
 
Why has so much time passed between permits?  
CoorsTek was issued its original operating permit on August 1, 1999 and the current permit was 
renewed on October 1, 2004. CoorsTek has submitted renewal applications to CDPHE every 
five years as is required. Based on CDPHE priorities, they decided to administratively extend 
the existing permit until the current application. Since the last submittal, CoorsTek performed 
comprehensive testing of various kilns and spray dryers to obtain more recent and accurate 
data for use during this current renewal process.   
 
Where can I find an overview of the types of emissions being released from the facility?  
By nature of the permit, CoorsTek operations and regulatory reporting are transparent and 
accountable to CDPHE, EPA, and neighboring communities. Below is a summary of the 
pollutants whose emissions have been quantified in the proposed 600 9th Street operating 
permit.   
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PM10 15.8 
PM2.5 15.7 
SO2 35.1 
NOx 74.2 
CO 124.6 

VOC 26.2 
Total Hazardous Air Pollutants 24.6 



 
 

 

What happens next for the proposed permit?  
Following the extended public comment period, which ended on Tuesday, June 12, CDPHE will 
determine if the draft permit needs to be revised by taking into consideration the comments 
received from the public online and during the May 15 public hearing. The permit will then be 
sent to the EPA for a 45-day review period. CDPHE will respond to any EPA comments 
received to finalize and issue the permit.  
 
How have CoorsTek and 600 9th Street positively impacted the Golden community?  
CoorsTek is a family-led, multi-generation company that strives to keep manufacturing local. 
Currently run by fifth generation family leaders, CoorsTek employs more than 1,200 Golden-
based employees across local operations.  
 
In 2017, CoorsTek invested over $120 million to build the CoorsTek Center for Advanced 
Materials in the Golden Technology Center, securing jobs in research and development and 
positioning Golden as home to advanced ceramics development. CoorsTek also donated $24 
million to the Colorado School of Mines for the construction and development of the Center for 
Applied Science and Engineering. These investments make the Colorado School of Mines the 
premier location for students studying materials science. 
 
CoorsTek invests in their communities through apprenticeships and partnerships.  Partnering 
with the Mile High Workshop, CoorsTek assists in creating employment opportunities and job 
training for community members. In 2017, the 9th Street facility coordinated the donation and 
transfer of equipment to the Mile High Workshop in Aurora to build a small-scale ceramic 
manufacturing facility used by the organization to provide individuals with the technical skills 
required to earn a manufacturing job.   
 
What is the best way to provide feedback and comments to CoorsTek directly?  
Our hope in this process is to maintain a transparent dialogue and to work collaboratively with 
Golden residents to provide clear information, address any concerns, and answer questions.  
We encourage community members to contact us via our community relations email 
(goldencommunity@coorstek.com). 
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